No. Aff./ICC/ (2016-17)/2\ / of 2016
IRCULAR

T,
The Principals/Directors,
All Law C ollugcsflnsutuuons.f" Departments,

University of Mumbai.

Sub.:-In respect of law classes being conducted during evening hours.

Ret.:- Bar Counc11 of India letter No.BCI:D:1790/:2016(LE/ey ening)(cir-7
dated 07" December. 2016 (Copy enclosed)

With reference to the above subject, the Bar Council of India has prescribed
following rules:-

"It is made clear that Rules made by the Bar Council India is under the
Parliament Act and is statutorily enforced. So far period for running courses by
Centre of Legal Education has to be as per Para-3 of Schedule 111 of [Legal
Eaucation Rules 2008 which is quoted hereunder:

General timing for conduction of courses in Academic Building: Classes
iy be conducted between 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. in an Institution, which is not
‘ully residential. However the Library may remain open till 10 p.m.

Fhe classes under the said Rule 2 (XXIII) regular course of study is quote
e eunaer:

{xxiii) “Regular Course of Study” means and includes a course which runs
for at ieast five hours a day continuously with an additional half an hour
recess every day and running not less than thirty hours of working
schedule per week.

Therefore, you are informed to follow stricly the above rules and send a compliance
in the matter to the Affiliation Section. room no. 207. 1" Floor. Universit v of Mumbai.
Forl, Mumb-::-400 032.

14
F\"[umbai--'l()() 032 M’L/

2.8 December, 2016 REGISTRAR

To.

The Prircipals/Directors of all Law affiliated/ recognised Colleges/Institutions
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BAR COUNCIL OF INDIA

(Statutory Body Constituted under the Advocates Act, 1961)
21, Rouse Avenue Institutional Area, New Delhi - 110 002

BCI:D: I_?QO /:2016(LE/evening) d ff-? ) 07t December, 2016

To, Rootfe?>=162"11 117%

b The Vice-Chancellors
of all the Universities imparting Legal Education —TLg T 2

AL oo

Ie

The Registrar
of all the Universities imparting Legal Education

3.  The Principal
of all the law colleges

Sub.: In respect of law classes being conducted during evening
hours.

Sir,

The office of the Bar Council of India has placed a news item regarding
evening law classes run by Punjab University, Chandigarh before the Legal
iducation Committee at its meeting held on 30t July, 2016. After consideration,
the Committee made the following recommendations: ‘

The question arose in view of the recent publication in Times of India of

Chandigarh showing that the Punjab University is conducting evening law

classes for persons in service. Similarly, now an application is moved by

Dean/Principal from Kurukshetra University for approval of Bar Council

of India, after inspection for granting provisional affiliation to start LLB

three year course in the evening in the premises of Govt. College, Sector-

1from the academic session 2016-17. The main issue in both these cases

are whether any evening classes can be undertaken by any University or

Centre of Legal Education as per the Legal Education Rules, 2008. So far,

1");( ~ as per the record of Bar Council of India, Punjab University or the Centre

Vi “}A of Legal Education which is alleged to be running evening classes for both

L three year and five year integrated courses has never sought for any

permission from the Bar Council of India for running evening classes.

Hence no person would be treated to have passed a course of law whether

evening or during day timing without approval of Bar Council of India as it

t/JJ S would be violation of Rule 14 and person passing would not have right to
Vv practice law .

‘It is made clear that Rules made by the Bar Council India is under the
Parliament Act and is statutorily enforced. So far period for running

/ courses by Centre of Legal Education has to be as per Para -5 of Schedule
N\/Q - ITI of Legal Education Rules 2008 which is quoted hereunder:

General timing for conduction of courses in Academic
Building: Classes may be conducted between 8 a.m. to 7
e 7 p.mein an Institution, which is not fully residential.
l' JLGAL CELL | However the Library may remain open till 10 p.m.
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The classes under the said Rule 2 (XXIII) regular course of study is quote
hereunder:.

(xxiii) “Regular Course of Study” means and includes a course
which runs for at least five hours a day continuously with an
additional half an hour recess every day and running not less than
thirty hours of working schedule per week.

Under that courses which has to be run has to be 5 hours a day
continuously with an additional half an hour recess every day and running not
less than 30 hours per da};

It is found that some of the colleges were running evening classes beyond
the said period (beyond timings) were not approved for the courses. Itis a
clear violation of Rule, hence question of any evening classes, if they want
students passing it to have right to practice, they would not be
entitled. Earlier the concept of law courses was to get basic knowledge of
law and there being no restriction of running of courses as aforesaid
students were getting degree and later practicing in law. Now after the
said new Rule, Legal Education Rules-2008, the restriction has been made
keeping in mind of upgrading the standard of legal education by fixing the
hours of study each day and period during which it can be run. So far
request of Kurukshetra University and letter of Principal dated 14th June,
2016, granting affiliation of running evening classes beyond this period
would be directly in violation of the statutory rule. Hence question of
granting such affiliation for evening classes cannot be allowed. It is open
for any University or Centre of Legal Education running various courses
for 5 2 hours within period specified, affiliation can be considered.

Incase as per the media report, as aforesaid is correct then notice may be
issued to each one of them including Punjab University , how they are
running courses in the evening without taking permission of the Bar
Council of India. Now under the new rule not only textual study is
undertaken but students have to compulsorily participate regularly in
moot court and legal aid cell and attending courts with senior.

If any University wants service classes to be educated in law, University or
Centre of Legal Education can have courses with a specific mention that
they will not have Right to Practice, but can obtain diploma in law.

It is further brought to your knowledge our Inspection team conducted the
said Inspections in the concerned Law Colleges, during day time. At that
point in time the concerned College and/or the concerned University did
not inform our Inspection team that they were also conducting evening
classes, which is against our norms. It is clarified that due to the fact of
Inspections being conducted during the day, the said team was also not in
a position to know/see that evening classes were also being conducted
though preliminary enquiry/ies in this regard had also been made by
them, and infact this fact of evening classes being held was purposefully
suppressed from them.

Therefore you are requested to send your explanation to this Council in
this regard and also directed to follow the abovesaid rule for conducting
the law classes immediately.

JL-“J“ o M o diod A

(N. Senthil Kumar) (Srimanto Sen)
Asstt. Secretary/HOD, LE Secretary
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