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Modern history covers period from mid 18th Century onwards.

The modern history predominantly includes the imprints left by

the European rule over India namely the British India as rightly

called by Bipin Chandra. The historic sources like news

papers, official letters, weeklies, Journals etc. carry very

interesting accounts of the modern period. My talk will focus

chiefly on how these sources can be innovatively involved in

the study of modern history.



From 1851 to 1905, a Christian
weekly newspaper The
Bombay Guardian(BG) was
published from Mumbai. It was
an interdenominational paper
which covered leading features
of home and foreign rule,
reported progress in the
mission field, tried to uphold
the banner of public morality in
accordance with scriptural
teaching. It had at the start in
March 1851, half a dozen
editors, all of whom, with the
exception of one had either
died or left the country in 1854.



Editor of BG G 
Bowen was actively 
associated with BTBS



The Bombay Guardian News paper (December 20, 1902,

P.2) has news entitled ‘ An Indian rulers views on the

industries of India’. In this issue “the Gaikwar of Baroda

spoke on the occasion of the opening of industrial exhibition

at Ahmedabad. He referred to the problem as the most

tremendous question of our times... we can only grow

poorer and weaker more dependent on foreign wealth, we

must watch our industrial freedom fall Sayajirao Gaikwar

1863-1939 was the first Indian ruler who in 1906 started

free and compulsory primary education in his princely state.

into extinction and drag out a miserable existence as the

hovers of wood and drawers of water to any foreign power

which happens to be our master. His speech revealed his

deep insight into national characteristics and with a rare

courage he probed the Indian character revealing

weaknesses and the source of weaknesses.



O Herald O was a two page Portuguese

news paper which covered information on

Gandhi, V D Savarkar and Mohomed Ali

Jinnah in 1945 issues. Coincidently it also

shows advertisements of Amrutanjan Balm,

Lifebuoy and Pears Soap which are also

used in present times.

Available in central library, Goa



This book on ‘Dress in North America -The new world 1492-1800’ by Diana de

Marly , published from USA has pictures and descriptions of a variety of

dresses used in North America and Canada during that period. It also covers

the related glossary of textile terms. This can form innovative topic of research

in social history.

Yet another topic on “ Fashion in the Western World ( 1500- 1990)”

covering the period wise changes in the styles of dresses of women, men and

children. It displays the hairstyle, hats, evening wear, outdoor wear, coats,

jewellery, cosmetics, sports jacket etc. It has a section on influence of uniforms

during the war. Recently a news paper coverage on ‘Wear the Sikh Pagadi, 21st

Century Style’ (DNA Newspaper, 2012) was equally interesting. Doreen

Yarwood, Fashion in the Western World (1500- 1990), 1992, New york.







Issues of another four page weekly marathi news paper

‘Hindu’ from 1924 to 1930 edited by Sukerkar can again be

traced in Central Library Goa. It has article on Bajirao- I in the

December 1925 issue. Gadge Maharaj’s death was covered

by English daily news paper The Hindu, Dec 22, 1956 Page 8

. It stated that he was born in 1876 in a shephard’s family and

in 73rd year the leader was admitted in the Irwin Hospital.



Copies of News Paper by Gandhiji available in our CGS Library



Topics covered in YI Details

Death of Journalist Benjamin Horniman May, 10, 1919 p6

How India became poor May, 24, 1919 p4

Prevalence of cholera plague and other 
infectious diseases in Thana area  

May, 31, 1919 p6

The Opium Traffic article by C.F. 
Andrews

Aug, 18,1921 p258, 
259

The Ahimsa Principle article by C F 
Andrews

May, 15, 1923 p81

Article on Swaraj by C. F.Andrews Dec, 13 1923 p415

The Vykom Struggle by C.F.Andrews Jan, 29,1925 p43

The Vykom Struggle also covered on 
first page of YI 

Feb 26,1925 

Choka Mela July, 30,1925 
pp267,268

Alcohol and Opium by C.F. Andrews Aug, 1925 p286



Sikhism Oct ,1 1925 p336

The Poet and the Charkha(Gandhi’s reply to
Tagore’s criticism of the Charkha)

Nov, 05, 1925

What Should (the scholars who left their 
schools during the struggle)They do?

March,26 1931 p 49

Burma Congress recognises the right of the 
people of Burma to claim separation from India 
and to establish an independent Burma

April, 9 1931 p64

A big article on Gujarat Vidyapeeth April,16, 1931, p73 74

Malaviyaji and Working Committee April,16, 1931 p78

What is Satyagraha April and May issues of 
1931



Foreign Missionaries Again has James P 
Rutnam’s letter to Mahatma and Gandhi’s 
reply

May,7th 1931 p102

An article on A twentieth Century Sati and 
Gandhi’s Views  

May,21 1931 p115 116

Missionary Methods in India June,4 1931 p134

Virus of Untouchability June,4 1931 p140

A big article on Congress Worker K.K. 
Subanagounder of Coimbatore 

June,11,1931



Hindi in the South  June, 18,1931 p150

A visit to Udvada
(The above article speaks of holy place of 
Parsis)

July,2 1931 p162

Racial discrimination in Railways July, 2,1931 p165 166

Valji Govindji Desai’s writeup Cattle in Ancient 
India

Aug, 27,1931 p242

Role of National Opium Suppression of China 
in stopping opium Trade in China highlighted 

Aug, 27,1931 p242

Beware of Corruption Sept, 24,1931 p269



Topics covered Details

Advertisement of Ram 
Rajya Book in English

October 1931 
(many issues)

Nasik Mandir Pravesh
Satyagarahaca Ladha

31st October 1931, 
p34 (many issues)

Round Table Conference 21st November 1931 
(cover page)

Poem on Nasik Mandir
Pravesh by Changdev
Narayan Mohite

6th December 1931, 
p62

Magistrate Jahalele
Pahili Asprushya Mahila ( 
article on V M 
Meenambala from 
Madras)

13th February 1932, 
p134

Balvir Sanstheche
Mahatva ( Parel)

17th September 
1932, p24

Dr. B. R.Ambedkar came out 
with weekly ‘Mooknayak’ in 
Mumbai in 1920. Then he 
came out with a fortnightly 
‘Bahishkrit Bharat’ (excluded 
India) in 1927 followed by 
Samata (1929), and Janata
(24th November 1930) which 
later named ‘Prabuddha
Bharat’ from 4th February 1956. 
Some of the topics covered in 
the issues of Janata >>

Valerian Rodrigues, The 
Essential Writings of Dr B R 
Ambedkar, OUP, 2012, New 
Delhi



















All through the late 1940’s upto his death in 
1956, Dr B R Ambedkar travelled to many 
parts of Buddhist Asia - Sri Lanka, Burma, 
Tibet and Japan in order to forge spiritual 
alliances. Dr. Ambedkar as Law Minister 
visited Sri Lanka and attended first World 
Fellowship of Buddhists Conference in 1950.  
He visited Burma as Opposition leader in 
1954 and Nepal in 1956, where he spoke on 
Buddha and Karl Marx depicting the 
superiority of Buddha’s method of peaceful 
revolution over Karl Marx method. An 
independent research needs to be done of 
how news papers in the above countries 
covered Dr Ambedkar’s work.

Dharam C Vyas, Life history of Dr Bhimrao
Ambedkar, Cybertech Publications, 2008, 
New Delhi.



Western India Notes (WIN) was a quarterly paper of the Presbyterian Church

USA covering information of its work in Western India. From 1893 onwards.The

issues of WIN can be found at Biasinger Memorial Library opposite Wanless

Hospital, Miraj.



The New Review Journal from Calcutta was

published twice a year Jan to June and July to Dec.

In 1947 it covered Gandhi’s tour to Noakhali, The

Inter-Asian Conference in Delhi, Essential of good

constitution article by R J Venkateswaran, B.K.

Majumdar’s four page article on Ashoka’s services to

Buddhism.



Indian Journal of Youth Affairs

published by Vishwa Yuvak

Kendra, Chanakyapuri, New

Delhi covers many good articles

like Relevance of Gandhian

Values amongst Indian youth by

Jagdish Solanki and Sunita N

(Jan-June 2012 issue).



In Journal of Urban History Vol 38, No 5,

Sept, 2012, p959., Prashant Kidami of

Leicaster highlights ‘Gandhian Nationalism

and the city in colonial India Bombay 1890-

1940’. Gandhian nationalism in Bombay

produced an impressive array of political

spectacle-hartals, flag salutations, drawn

marches, sit-downs, pickets, parades and

processions that reinscribed the city’s public

arenas as nationalist space. Esplanade

Maidan in South Bombay later renamed Azad

Maidan (“Freedom Park”) earlier was a space

for Bombay’s Colonial elite, but later

Gandhian nationalists began to lay claim

here.



Mohammad Nazrul Islam of Hong Kong has

written an article on Repackaging Ayurveda

in Post Colonial India: Revival or Dilution?

In South Asia: Journal of South Asian

Studies, Vol XXXV No.3. It highlights how

modern- day Ayurvedic Practitioners tend to

perceive their Ayurvedic training from an

allopathic perspective. Also the health

system inherited from the colonial state

remained dominant even in post-colonial

India.



In Indian Historical Review (Vol 39 No 1, June

2012) of ICHR one can find articles like Iqtidar

Husaini Siddiqui from Aligarh ‘Science of

Medicine and Hospitals in India during the

Delhi Sultanate period’. Sajal Nag of Assam

has written an article on p57 “ Rescuing

Imagined Slaves: Colonial State, missionary

and slavery Debate in North East India 1908-

1920”. It highlights that although the colonial

state and the Christian missionary shared the

same colonial space pursuing their modernist

respective projects, they did not really share

similar ideas on modernity and civilization.

The result often was open conflict .



Dr.Arun Bhosle reviewed book of Amar Farooqui Sindia’s and the Raj:

Princely Gwalior 1800-1850 Primus Books, Delhi 2011, can be seen in

Indian Historical Review of June 2012. p 103-105. Another bbook review

by Dr Mariam Dossal of Siobhan Lambert-Hurley and Sunil Sharma eds,

Atiya’s Journeys- A Muslim Woman from Colonial Bombay to

Edwardian Britain, New Delhi, OUP, 2012 is published in the same.

Atiya (1877-1967) was niece of Badruddin Tayabji (country’s first muslim

solicitor). Atiya studied in Zenana Bible Mission School, later known as

the Queen Mary High School for Girls. She maintained day-book of her

life and experience in Britain (1906-07) and sent weekly letters in urdu

to her sisters who quickly published her letters in Tahzib un-niswam the

urdu language women’s journal in Lahore.



Journal of South East Asian Studies (Vol 42, No 3, Oct, 2011) has articles on

Burma, Thailand, China, Cambodia, Singapore, Java Malaysia, Laos,

Philippines, Vietnam.



Study of local history of the region is very important. It includes local 

community, social groups, and various changes that have taken place in 

the locality, political, social and economic life of people. Research can be 

undertaken on issues like

 Contribution of Chawl Life to the Social Fabric of Mumbai 

 The Political Movements that emerged from Chawls

 Depiction of Chawl Life in Cinema, Art and literature.


