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It is a hard land, ever-threatened with famine, and buried in snow for several months
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where after heavy rain a man’s field may slip away, Leaving nothing but the bare rock
for him to plough; or perhaps taking his house along with it, burying him and his
family. But in the spring, when the genial sun, melting the snow, brings water and
warmth to the tiny fields, and the fresh green grass begins to push its way through
last year’s frost blackened stems, it becomes a land of beauty as well as grandeur,

clothcd in verdure and bright with blossom..
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