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DEPARTMENT OF CIVICS & POLITICS 
M.A. (HONOURS) POLITICS  

AS PER CHOICE BASED CREDIT SYSTEM (2016-17 Onwards) 
SEMESTER- I (Revised) 

CORE PAPER I 
 

POLITICAL THEORY  
(6 Credits, 60 hours) 

 
1. Meaning and Approaches  (15 hours) 

a) Normative and Empirical 
b) Liberal,  Marxist 
c) Feminist. 

 

2. Democracy (15 hours) 
a) Representative  
b) Participatory  
c) Deliberative.  

 

3. Citizenship (15 hours) 
a) Republican and liberal 
b) Universal and  differentiated 
c) Citizenship and globalisation.  

 

4. Modernity and Post-modernism (15 hours) 
a)  Deconstruction 
b) Post structuralism 
c) Critical Theory 

 

Reading List: Political Theory 

1. Bhargava, Rajeev, What is Political Theory and Why Do We Need it?, Oxford University 
Press, New Delhi, 2010, pp. 3-55.  

2. Dryzek, John S., Honig, Bonnie, and Phillips, Anne (Ed.), The Oxford Handbook of 
Political Theory, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 2008. 

3. Goodin, Robert E., and Pettit, Philip (Ed.), A Companion to Contemporary Political 
Philosophy, Oxford, Blackwell, 2006. 

4. Goodin, Robert E. (Ed.), The Oxford Handbook to Political Science, Oxford University 
Press, Oxford, 2009. 

5. Gutman, Amy, and Thompson, Dennis, Why Deliberative Democracy?, Princeton 
University Press, Princeton, 2004.  

6. Held, David, Models of Democracy, Third Edition, Polity Press, London, 2006. 
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7. Honneth, Axel, and Joas, Hans (Eds.), Communicative Action: Essays on 
JurgenHabermas’s Theory of Communicative Action, MIT Press, Cambridge, 1991. 

8. Hoy, David Couzens, and McCarthy, Thomas, Critical Theory, Blackwell, Oxford, 1995. 
9. Kymlicka, Will, Multicultural CitizenshipA Liberal Theory of Minority Rights, Oxford 

University Press, Oxford, 1995. 
10. Lyon, David, Postmodernity, Second Edition, Open University, Buckingham, 1999. 
11. Marsh, David, and Stoker, Gerry, Theory and Methods in Political Science, Macmillan, 

Houndmills, 1995. 
12. Marshall, T.H., Citizenship and Social Class and Other Essays, Cambridge University 

Press, Cambridge, 1950, pp.1-75. 
13. McQuillan, Martin, The Politics of Deconstruction Jacques Derrida and the Other of 

Philosophy, Pluto Press, London, 2007. 
14. Rush, Fred, The Cambridge Companion to Critical Theory, Cambridge University Press, 

Cambridge, 2004. 
15. Young, Iris Marion, Inclusion and Democracy, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 2002. 

 

Useful website 

• Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy: http://www.iep.utm.edu/home /welcome 
• Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy: http://plato.stanford.edu/ 
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CORE PAPER-II 
INDIAN GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 

6 CREDITS, 60 HOURS 
 

1. State in Post-Independent India                                                             (15 Hours.) 
a) Nehruvian Era, Welfare State. 
b) Populist Era, Emergency and Deinstitutionalisation 
c) Nature of State under Globalisation and Liberalisation 

 
2. Indian Party System, Electoral Politics                                                 (15 Hours) 

a) National and Regional Political Parties: Ideology and Social Bases  
b) From ‘Single Party Dominance’ to Coalition Politics 
c) Electoral Process and Electoral Behaviour 

 
3. Class, Caste, Tribe and Gender                                                              (15 Hours) 

a) The changing Class relations.  
b) Caste and Politics- Upper castes, Dalits and OBCs. 
c) Politics of Women and Adivasis. 

 

4.  Demands for Recognition and Autonomy                                             (15 Hours) 
a) Religious Communities and Secular Politics 
b) Politics of Language and Regionalism.  
c) Ethnic Politics: Demands for greater autonomy and secession 
 

 
 
Readings: Indian Government and Politics 
 

1. Brass, Paul R., 1990, (2001 reprint), The politics of India since Independence. Cambridge 
University Press, Delhi.  

2. Chatterjee, P. (ed), 1997, State and Politics in India, Oxford University Press, New 
Delhi. 

3. Corbridge, S. And Harriss, J., 2000,(2ndedn.), Reinventing India: Liberalization, Hindu 
Nation 

4. DeSouza,P.R., Sridharan, E., Sudarshan, R. (eds.), 2006, India’s Political Parties, Sage 
Publication, New Delhi.alism and Popular Democracy. Oxford University Press, New 
Delhi. 

5. Frankel, F.R. 2005, India’s Political Economy: 1947- 2004. Oxford University Press, 
New Delhi. 

6. Hansen, T.B., 1999, The Saffron Wave: Democracy and Hindu Nationalism in Modern 
India. Oxford University Press, New Delhi. 

7. Hasan, Zoya (ed.),  2002,  Parties and Party Politics in India, Oxford University Press, 
New Delhi. 
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8. Hasan, Zoya and Sridharan, E. (eds.), 2002, India’s Constitution: Ideas, Practices, 
Controversies. Permanent Black, Delhi. 

9. Jaffrelot, Christophe, 2003, India’s Silent Revolution: The Rise of the Low Castes in 
North Indian Politics, Permanent Black, Delhi. 

10. John, Mary, E., Jha, Praveen Kumar, Jodhka, Surinder S., (eds.), 2006, Contested 
Transformations: Changing Economies and Identities in Contemporary India. Tulika 
Books.  New Delhi. 

11. Kohli, Atul (ed), 2001, (2004 reprint), The Success of India’s Democracy. Cambridge 
University press, Foundation Books, New Delhi. 

12. Kohli, Atul, 2009, Democracy and Development in India: From Socialism to Pro-
Business. Oxford University Press, New Delhi. 

13. Kothari, Rajni, 1973, Caste in Indian Politics, Orient Longman, New Delhi. 
14. Mohanty, M.(ed.), 2004, Class, Caste, Gender. Sage Publication, New Delhi.  
15. Shah, Ghanshyam (ed.), 2002, Caste and Democratic politics in India, Permanent Black, 

Delhi.  
16. Vora, R. And Palshikar, S. (eds), 2004, Indian Democracy: Meaning and Practices. Sage 

Publications, New Delhi. 
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CORE PAPER- III 
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 

CREDITS: 6   (60 HOURS) 
 

1. Meaning, Scope and Significance  (15 hours) 
a) Evolution and changing character of the discipline: Comparative 
b)  Public Administration, Development Administration, New Public 

Administration  
c) Challenges of liberalisation, privatisation, globalisation, changing role of public 

sector, public-private relations 
d) Good Governance: concept and application; New Public Management.  

 
2. Theories and Approaches (15 hours) 

a) Classical, Bureaucratic Model, Human Relations School, 
b) Scientific Management, Behavioural, Structural-functional Approach 
c) Marxian, Public Choice, Post-modern.  

 
 

3. Personnel Administration  (15 hours) 
a) Recruitment, training, career advancement, performance appraisal, promotion, 

pay and service conditions, civil service reform  
b) Employer-employee relations, grievance redressal mechanism  
c) Code of conduct, administrative ethics.  

 
4. Transparency and Accountability  (15 hours) 

a) Legislative, executive and judicial control over administration  
b) Ombudsman, Lok Pal and Lok Ayukta 
c) Citizen’s charter, Right to Information, e-governance, role of civil society.  

 
 
Readings: Public Administration 

 
1. Chakrabarty, Bidyut, and Bhattacharya, Mohit, Public Administration A Reader, Oxford 

University Press, New Delhi, 2005. 
2. Cox, Raymond W., Buck, Susan J., and Morgan, Betty N., Public Administration in Theory 

and Practice, Pearson, Delhi, 2005. 
3. Dameja, Alka (Ed.), Contemporary Debates in Public Administration, PHI Learning, New 

Delhi, 2009. 
4. Denhardt, Robert B., Theories of Public Organization, Sixth Edition, Thomas Wadsworth, 

Belmont, 2010.  
5. Goel, S.L., Advanced Public Administration, Deep and Deep, New Delhi, 2003. 
6. Golembiewski, Robert T.,  Public Administration as a Developing Discipline, Voumes I 

and II, Marcel Dekker, New York, 1977. 
7. Guy Peters, B., and Pierre, Jon (Eds.), Handbook of Public Administration, Sage, London, 

2005. 
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8. Henry, Nicholas, Public Administration and Public Affairs, Eleventh Edition, PHI, Delhi, 
2009. 

9. Hyden, Goran, Court, Julius, and Mease, Kenneth, Making Sense of Governance, Viva 
Books, New Delhi, 2010. 

10. Khandwall, Pradip N., Revitalizing the State A Menu of Options, Sage, New Delhi, 1999. 
11. Lynn, Laurence E. (Jr.), Public Management: Old and New, Routledge, New York, 2006. 
12. McCourt, W., and Minogue, M. (Ed.), The Internationalization of Public Management: 

Reinventing the Third World State, Edward Elgar, Cheltenham, 2001. 
13. Medury, Uma, Public Administration in the Globalisation Era The New Public 

Management Perspective, Orient Blackswan, Hyderabad, 2010. 
14. Shafritz, Jay M., Russell, E.W., and Borick, Christopher, Introducing Public 

Administration, Sixth Edition, Longman, New York, 2008.  
15. Spicer, Michael W., Public Administration and the State: A Postmodern Perspective, The 

University of Alabama Press, Tuscaloosa, 2001. 
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  CORE PAPER-IV 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

CREDITS: 6 (60 HOURS) 
 
 

1.  Order   (15 hours) 

a) Emerging world order 
b) Threats to security: terrorism, civil conflicts, failing states; changing nature of 

conflicts: from inter-state war to other types of conflicts 
c) Peace and conflict-resolution: collective security, peacekeeping, enforcement of peace. 

 

2. Role of Power   (15hours) 
a) Concept of power 
b)  Balance of power: unipolarity, bipolarity and multipolarity 
c)  Nation-state, national interest, national power. 

 

3. Determinants                                                                                 (15 hours) 

a) Diplomacy 
b) International law 
c) Non-state actors: multinational corporations, transnational corporations, 

intergovernmental organisations, global civil society. 
 

4. Arms Control and Disarmament Measures       (15 hours) 

a)  Conventional weapons 
b)  Nuclear weapons 
c)  Other weapons of mass destruction. 

 

Readings: International Relations 
 

1 Baldwin, David, Neorealism and Neoliberalism: The Contemporary Debate, Columbia 
University Press, New York, 1993. 

2 Baylis, John and Smith, Steve, The Globalization of World Politics, Oxford University Press, 
Oxford, 2005. 

3 Bell, Duncan, Political Thought and International Relation, Oxford University Press, 
Oxford, 2009 

4 Calvocoressi, Peter, World Politics Since 1945, Longman, London, 2000. 
5 Da Costa, Gerson, Nuclear Politics: Destruction and Disarmament in a Dangerous World, 

Kanishka, New Delhi, 2000. 
6 Deutsch, Karl, The Analysis of International Relations, Prentice Hall, Englewood Cliffs, 

1968. 
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7 Dunne, Tim, International Relations Theories, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 2007. 
8 Ghosh, Peu, International Relations, PHI Learning, New Delhi, 2009 
9 Jackson, Robert, and Sorensen, Georg, Introduction to International Relations, Oxford 

University Press, Oxford, 2003. 
10 प�डसे, अरुणा, आ�णसह�ब�ेु, उ�रा, आंतररा�ीयसबंंध: 

शीतयु�ो�रआ�णजागितक�करणाचेराजकारण, ओ�रएंटलॉगंमन, मुबंई, 2008.  
11 Waltz, Kenneth, Theory of International Politics, Addison Wesley, Reading, 1979. 
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