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SEMESTER III 

INDIAN SOCIETY:  STRUCTURE AND CHANGE 
 

   Course Rationale:  
• To Introduce Students to the Indian Sociological Traditions. 
•  To Familiarise  Students with the Research traditions in Indian 

Sociology 
•  To Acquaint  Students with the  Emerging Issues in Indian society 

 
 
 
Unit I      Indian Sociological Perspectives                            12 Lectures 
 

               a.    Indology and Structure--functionalism (G. S. Ghurye, M. N. Srinivas) 
             b.   Dialectical approach to Sociology (A. R. Desai, D.P. Mukerjee) 
             c.   Non- Brahmanical Approach (Dr.B.R.Ambedkar, Mahatma Phule) 

 

Unit II    Contemporary Sociologists (Selected readings) 12 Lectures
      
               a.   Sharmila Rege (Gender) 
             b.   Leela Dube (Kinship) 
             c.   T. K. Oommen (Religion) 

Unit III   Contemporary Challenges in Indian Society        12 Lectures         

  a.   Strategies of caste mobilisation 
            b.   Resurgence of Ethnic identities 

c.   Gender and Marginalization 
 

Unit IV    Socio– Cultural Landscape of Maharashtra        09 Lectures 
                                                                               
a. Regional diversity and communities in Maharashtra 
b. Tourism in Maharashtra –  Economy and Society 
c. Food Culture intertwined with different cultural  identities 
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SEMESTER IV 

SOCIOLOGY OF DEVELOPMENT 
Course Rationale:  

• To introduce various theoretical perspectives in Indian society that have 
shaped the concept of development. 

• To help students to gain an insight into emerging issues and contemporary 
debates within the development discourse. 

 
 

UNIT I     Understanding Development      12 Lectures 
 
             a.   Meaning of Development and theories of Modernization 
             b.   Dependency theory 
             c..  Neo-Liberal Economic approach 
 
 

UNIT II     Measuring Development                 12 
Lectures 
 
            a.   Indicators of Development – Human Development Index (HDI) 
            b.    Survey and Case Study as Methods of Data Collection 
            c.    Questionnaire as a Technique of Data Collection 
 
          UNIT III   Globalization and the Crisis of Development   12 Lectures 
 
            a. Land Displacement 
            b. Forest Rights Act 2006 and its impact on the tribal community 
            c. Resistance Movements –    i)    Delhi Mumbai Industrial Corridor (DMIC) 

                                      ii)   Jaitapur (Nuclear power) 
                                                             iii)   Raigad & Gorai (SEZs) 

                                                 iv)   Water Rights (Sangli) 
                  
(Focus on farmers and fisher folk) 
 
 
 



 
 

 
UNIT IV  Alternative approaches to Development 09 Lectures 

 
            a. Sustainable Development – Eco-Friendly practices, Organic Farming, 
                   Ankoli in Solapur     
            b. People - Centric Development –Menda Lekha, Gadchiroli  
            c.   ‘Adarsh Gaon’ – Hiware Bazaar, Ahmednagar 
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