


 

Paper I: Research Methodology and application of techniques in Geography  

 

1. Defining Research- importance of geographical research- types of research in geography. 

2. Research design – and literature review 

3. Research Hypothesis, Selection of sample and Sampling techniques 

4. Nature and Type of Geographical data – Sources and Methods of data collection. 

5. Analytical techniques in Geography for data analysis- Traditional and Contemporary. 

6. Principles in Report Writing 
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Paper II: Recent Trends in Geography: 
 

1. Recent trends of development in geography during 20th Century-  

2.  Geography as a study of spatial organization, structure, pattern and processes.  

3. Geography as an empirical an analytical science- Processes and form in physical geography- 

environment and regional geography- approaches to systematic human geography. 

4. Postmodernism and human geography:  Era of globalization and restructuring of world economy. 

5. Measuring levels of development- indicators of development- identifying spatial inequality in 

development levels in world and within India.  

6. Welfare approaches in geography – Radical geography- Marxism and Marxist geography- political-

social, economic, environmental perspective in geography.  
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Paper III: Applied Geography (choose any one from the 

following) 
 

 

A. Recent trends in Geomorphology: 

           

 

 
1. Recent development in geomorphology- conceptual and contextual  

2.  Processes in Geomorphology: Aeolian, fluvial and glacial.  

3. Forces of crustal instability: Isostasy, Plate tectonics, Seismicity and vulcanicity. 

4. Concept of gradation: Types and classification of weathering, mass wasting cycle of erosion Davis and 

Penck. 

5. Morphometric techniques in Geomorphology and measurement of geomorphic features.  

6. Applied Geomorphology-Role of Geomorphology in Hazard management.  
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B. Recent trends in Economic Geography: 
 

 

1. Bases and Classification of economic activity-recent approaches to the study economic 

geography. 

 

2. Location of economic activities- factors determining- theories of von-Thunen, Alfred Weber, 

Walter Christaller and Reilly’s gravitational model. 

 

3. Principle of Comparative Territorial Advantage and interaction among territorial 

specialization complexes- global trading patterns. 

 

4. Bases of spatial interaction-concept of distance and connectivity and accessibility- transport 

network and measures of connectivity. 

 

5. Globalization and Indian economy-sectors of foreign direct investment and its impact-

measures of analysis. 

 

6. Economic development- concept and techniques of measurement- identification of gaps- 

policy for promoting economic development. 
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C. Recent trends in Agricultural Geography : 
 

 

1. Nature of Agricultural Geography- Scope and Significance- Recent approaches in the 

study of agricultural geography. 

2. Agricultural patterns in the world- factors determining- their impact on environment, 

economy and society. 

3. Concept of agricultural region - Techniques of delimiting agricultural region- agro-

climatic regions of India and their characteristics 

4. Nature of agricultural marketing- Location of market places-factors influencing. 

5. Agricultural productivity of land – measurements of agricultural productivity- Landuse 

use and land capability classification. 

6. Indian Agriculture- Regional perspective of agricultural development in India-issues 

related with Indian agriculture- measures adopted. 
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D. Recent trends in Population Geography                        

1. Approaches to the study of Population – Regional and ecological 

2. Demographic attributes of population study 

3. Sources of Population data- Census of India- Vital Statistics and other sources and 

analytical techniques. 

4. Growth of population - factors influencing population growth. 

5. Urbanization and its impact. 

6. Human Development Measures and Welfare policies       
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E. Recent trends in Settlements Geography : 

 

1. Geography of settlements- types and locational characteristics. 

2. Size and number of settlements- factors influencing spatial distribution of 

settlements-Settlement Patterns - factors governing pattern of settlement. 

3. Service Centres: Role of service centers in growth of rural and urban settlements. 

4. History and growth of settlement and nature of associated problems-remedial 

measures – legislation and its efficacy. 

5. Patterns of Index of concentration- Location Quotient; Index of dissimilarity and 

index of segregation- Ginni’s coefficient. 

6. Analysis of spatial structures and relationships- Settlement hierarchy and functional 

hierarchy- Rank size rule. 

 

 

References: 

1. R.L.Singh et.al : Readings in Rural Settlement, N.G.S.I.Varanasi. 

2. R.B. Mandal: Rural Settlement Geography. 

3. B.J.L.Berry and Horton: Perspectives on Urban Systems, Pentice hall, N.J. 

4. Mishra R.P.: ‘Regional Planning’ Prasaranga, Mysore 

5. Mahmood Aslam(1977): Statistical methods in  Geographical Studies, Rajesh 

Publications, New Delhi. 

6. Davis Kinglsey and Hertz H.: ‘The pattern of World Urbanization’, New 

York. 

7. Gerald Breeze: Urbanization in Newly developing countries, Prentice Hall, 

New Jersey. 

 

 

 



 

F. Recent trends in Tourism and Recreation Geography : 
 

1. Geography of Tourism: Definition, nature, scope and significance, types. 

2. Defining tourist- types of tourist- flow of tourist and spatial distribution. 

3. Determinants of tourism: Natural, Cultural, Recreational, Built, Infrastructure, services, 

Governance. 

4.  Tourism Impact: Positive and Negative on environment, economy and society - methods 

for measuring the impact. 

5. Tourism Development: Role of Government and Tourism Organizations- Need, types and 

role in promoting tourism development at regional and national level. 

6. Sustainable tourism: Need and measures adopted for sustainable tourism in India and at 

Global level.  
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G. Recent trends in Environmental Geography: 

 

1. Man-Environment relationship-historical perspective-different approaches. 

2. Concept of ecosystem and ecological principles-ecological-concept of ecological 

equilibrium. 

3. Environmental degradation and its impact-spatial variation: local, regional and global. 

4. Techniques of environmental quality assessment and analysis. 

5. Need for Environmental conservation-Environmental dimension in Planning- eco-centric 

sustainable development. 

6. Institutional Framework for Environmental protection- Conventions at Global level-

Legislative measures in India and its efficacy. 
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