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Preamble and Objectives -  

This course is one of the electives offered for MA-II - SEM III. A language is 

well-understood through various literary sources available. Keeping the same 

thing in mind, the syllabus of this course has been designed. The course 

encompasses popular literary forms of Sanskrit language like Mahakavya, 

Khandakavya, Drama, Champu and Prose thereby giving a holistic idea of the 

literature to the students. The texts acquaint the student with various ideas and 

literary devices prevalent at that time. 

The assignments also aim to enable the student to read a particular text 

thoroughly and try to appreciate and analyze it.  

 

Classical Sanskrit Literature Syllabus for M. A. II (Semester III) 

 

Paper I: Mahakavyas 

Unit I: Ashvaghosha’s Saundarananda- Canto I                             (1 Credit) (15) 

Unit II: Shriharsha’s Naishadhiyacharitam- Canto I                       (1 Credit) (15) 

Unit III: Comparative analysis of Bharavi’s Kiratarjuniyam and Magha’s 

Shishupalavadham- Canto I                                                             (1 Credit) (15)  

Unit IV: Kalhana’s Rajatarangini- Canto I                                      (1 Credit) (15) 

Assignment: Appreciation of any other canto other than the ones mentioned 

above. 

 

Paper II: Dramas 

Unit I: Shudraka’s Mrichchhakatikam                                          (2 Credits) (30) 

Unit II: Vishakhadatta’s Mudrarakshasam                                    (2 Credits) (30) 

Assignment: Appreciation of any other Rupaka/ Uparupaka other than Nataka 

and Prakarana. 
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Paper III: Prose 

Unit I: Subandhu’s Vasavadatta- Uchchhvasa I                              (1 Credit) (15) 

Unit II: Harshacharita- Uchchhvasa III                                           (1 Credit) (15) 

Unit III: Dandi’s Dashakaumaracharitam- Uchchhvasa I               (1 Credit) (15) 

Unit III: Comparative study of Vetala-panchavimshati-katha and  

Simhasana-dvatrimshika                                                                  (1 Credit) (15) 

Assignment: On Panchatantra/ Hitopadesha 

 

Paper IV: Khandakavya  

Unit I: Meghaduta                                                                            (2 Credit) (30) 

Unit II: Ritusamhara                                                                        (2 Credit) (30) 

Assignment: Dutakavyas other than Meghaduta 

 

Paper V: Other literary forms 

Unit I: History of Champu literature                                              (2 Credits) (30) 

Unit II: Jagannatha’s Gangalahari                                                   (1 Credit) (15) 

Unit III: Gnomic literature                                                               (1 Credit) (15)  

Assignment: Devotional literature other than Gangalahari 

 

Paper Pattern: 

Paper I: Mahakavyas 

Unit 1: Reference to context OR Short Notes (2 out of 3)                               (15) 

Unit 2: Translate and annotate OR Reference to context (2 out of 3)              (15) 

Unit 3: Essay type (1 out of 2) OR short Notes (2 out of 3)                            (15) 

Unit 4: Essay type (1 out of 2) OR short Notes (2 out of 3) OR Reference to 

context (2 out of 3)                                                                                           (15) 
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Paper II: Dramas 

Unit 1: i. Reference to context OR short Notes (2 out of 3)                            (15) 

             ii. Essay type (1 out of 2)                                                                    (15)          

Unit 2: i. Reference to context OR short Notes (2 out of 3)                            (15) 

             ii. Essay type (1 out of 2)                                                                    (15)                                            

                                   

Paper III: Prose 

Unit 1: Reference to context OR Short Notes (2 out of 3)                               (15) 

Unit 2: Essay type (1 out of 2) OR Short Notes (2 out of 3)                            (15) 

Unit 3: Short Notes (2 out of 3) OR Reference to context (2 out of 3)            (15)                                                                           

Unit 4: Essay type (1 out of 2) OR Short Notes (2 out of 3)                            (15) 

 

Paper IV: Khandakavya  

Unit 1: i. Translate and annotate (2 out of 3)                                                   (15) 

             ii. Essay type (1 out of 2)                                                                    (15)          

Unit 2: i. Translate and annotate (2 out of 3)                                                   (15) 

             ii. Essay type (1 out of 2)                                                                    (15)                                            

 

Paper V: Other literary forms 

Unit 1: i. Short Notes (2 out of 3)                                                                    (15) 

             ii. Essay type (1 out of 2)                                                                    (15)          

Unit 2: Translate and annotate (2 out of 3)                                                      (15) 

Unit 3: Essay type (1 out of 2) OR Short Notes (2 out of 3)                            (15)   
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